Matthew and Roberta (Piper)
Cassidy






Prologue

| didn’t know much about my great grandparents, Matthew and Roberta, except for the fact
they had lived in Boston, Massachusetts for a while before living in Norton, NB, and that
Matthew was a carpenter. | decided to do some research to try to get to know them better.

These are my findings.
Anne L. Renwick

Great grand-daughter, via their son Allan

January 2026
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Ancestors and Descendants Chart for
Matthew Cassidy and Roberta Piper
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Family Group Sheet for Matthew Richard Cassidy

Husband: Matthew Richard Cassidy

29 Jan 1871 in Clover Hill, Kings Co, NB, Canada; at home
04 Jul 1897 in Boston, Massachusetts, USA

07 Apr 1960 ; Riverbank Community Cemetery, Sussex, New
Brunswick, Canada

Francis Edward Cassidy

Jane Dunlop

Roberta Raymond Piper

16 Jun 18786 in Boston, Suffolk, MA, USA

17 Feb 1941 in Norton, Kings Co, NB, Canada; Riverbank
Community Cemetery, Sussex, New Brunswick, Canada
Erastus E Piper

Mary E Young

Wife:

Children:

Clara Louise Cassidy

21 Jan 1898 in Boston Suffolk, MA, USA
04 Oct 1918

Nov 1978 Y
Byard Gordon Archibaid

Wilkiam H. Pollock (01 Nov 1950 in Petitcodiac, Westmoriand, New

Brunswick, Canada)

Clarence Edward Cassidy

26 Jun 1899 in Boston Suffolk, MA, USA

1994 in Sussex, Kings Co, NB, Canada; Riverbank Community
. Sussex, New Brunswick, Canada
16 Jul 1994 in Norton, Kings Co, NB, Canada

Ralph Matthew Cassidy
19 Nov 1901 in Boston Suffolk, MA, USA
02 Jul 1902 in 16 High Street, Boston, Suffolk, MA, USA

Mount Hope Cemetery, Boston, Suffolk, Massachusetts, USA; Lot
1678 Walnut Ave, Plot 11

Allan Robert Cassidy

04 Apr 1903 in Boston, Suffolk, MA, USA

03 Aug 1929 in Lower Milistream, Kings Co, New Brunswick
16 Apr 1981 in Fredericton, York Co, New Brunswick, Canada
Mildred Verna Folkins

Ruth Evelyn Cassidy

17 Jul 1905 in Boston Suffolk, MA, USA

24 Dec 1924

07 Dec 1972 in Norton, Kings Co, NB, Canada; Riverbank
Community Cemetery, Sussex, New Brunswick, Canada
Eneas F. Gilicash

=W

=
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Name: George Wesley Cassidy
Birth: 23 Nov 1911 in Clover Hill, Kings Co, NB, Canada
Marriage: 15 Mar 1941 in Sussex, Kings Co, NB, Canada
Death: 13 May 1982 in Prestwick, Ayrshire, Scotland; Larlee Creek
Cemetery, Perth, NB
Spouse: Edith Gertrude Ryder
Other Spouses:  Jean Stewart
Name: Murray Richard Cassidy
Birth: 24 Jun 1916 in Clover Hill, Kings Co, NB, Canada
Marriage: 24 Dec 1940 in Norton, Kings Co, NB, Canada; Riverbank Memorial
Church
Death: 1974 ; Riverbank Community Cemetery, Sussex, New Brunswick,
Canada
Spouse:  Marie Jean Hall
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The Boston Years

Matthew Meets Roberta

Francis Edward and Jane/Jennie (Dunlop) Cassidy had been married almost five years when
their son Matthew Richard, was born on 29 January in 1871 at the Cassidy family homestead at
Cassidy Lake in Kings County, New Brunswick. He had two older siblings: Clara, age 3, and
William, age 2.

Francis and Jane had independently emigrated to Boston for work, met there, and married in
1866. Francis’ brother Richerd had moved there that same year eventually finding work with
the builder’s firm of Erastus E. Piper.!' It was most likely Richard’s suggestion when Matthew was
in his early 20’s that Matthew come and join him. Boston was booming and there was a strong
demand for carpenters.

Erastus Piper’s business offered multiple types of services which were advertised prolifically in
newspapers, directories, and on his business cards."

Roberta's father's business cards from 1881, front and back

1 Richard Cassidy went on to become a naturalized citizen of the U.S.
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1898 Map showing location of Piper household (house icon) and shop (hammer icon)
The shop was located at 101 W. Brookline Street in Boston, a few blocks from the Piper’s home
at 45 Rutland Street.'

Erastus was known for doing “his work in a first-class and thorough manner... (he was) very
highly spoken of by every one and (was) well known all over the city.”"V

Though it is not known exactly which year Matthew emigrated, in 1896, at age 25 he was
boarding in nearby Cambridge at 152 Pearl Street. A family story was that Matthew’s first job
in Boston was delivering milk by horse and wagon and met his future wife, Roberta Piper, by
delivering to the Piper home. However, no record could be found to confirm this story. Roberta
was a book-keeper, possibly at her father’s office, and it may be in this way that she and
Matthew met.
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Roberta Raymond Piper was the second eldest of four daughters to Erastus and Mary (Young),
born on 16 June 18762.Y Her middle name was from her paternal grandmother, Lydia Raymond.
Roberta grew up in and around the city of Boston, as the family moved frequently, possibly to
new-builds by her father’s firm. Erastus was constantly buying and selling properties, as well as
managing building contracts.

However they met, on July 1, 1897, Matthew, age 25 and Roberta, age 21, registered their
intention to marry. The wedding took place three days later' conducted by Rev. Arthur W. L.
Nelson from the Trinity Methodist Episcopal“ii Church in West Medford, just outside Boston.
Though the exact place of their wedding was not noted, the marriage was registered in both
Cambridge and Boston.™

MARRIAGES REGISTERED in the %4~ o Baorston ,.;, .. for the Year cighteen bundred sod ninety. ot
J %
v eI T osE s a] T [MIET] = RyRTewmsemmae

- ' —_7 = ’7é ’,"Io/’«al}féwov‘— oy Ir.;f\ Z’*“-“‘/{ /{/(.*' {A«adv.*-/"po«:”’ 2 . /‘A/é:o#//ﬁédn—qv
K ./',.- Zore - -,_4_;,6.5,1;/%.“.. 1!,../,:(, l,/; (f,//—{,f Brodoze. .«uff./d'/(‘;y,.',’ y AR %:._/_Ia X

The newlyweds started their married life in one of the
apartments at 45 Rutland Street where Roberta’s
parents and younger sisters, Lillian, age 16, and Hattie,
age 10 lived. (Roberta’s eldest sister, Alice, had since
married). The building was owned by Roberta’s
motherX

4 Rutland Street Google Street Vie 2025) I

2 Roberta was born a few weeks after Erastus’ brother Thomas was executed for murder. (source: “Massachusetts,
U.S., Death Records, 1845-1915,” database with images, Ancestry (ancestry.ca : accessed 10 June 2025), death
register image, Thomas W. Piper, 25 May 1876, no. 94 image 821 of 1178; citing Massachusetts Vital Records,
1840-1911. New England Historic Genealogical Society, Boston, Massachusetts; The Boston Globe, Wednesday,
October 27, 1875, Page 3, newspapers.com, accessed 6 January 2025)
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Transitioning from working single woman

to pregnant wife, Roberta may have
BEETON"'S

learned the skills of running a household

from her mother. There were also many HOUS E\/VIFES TRE;\SU R\

publications available to advise and

. . YOMESTIC INFORMATION.
entertain her such as Good Housekeeping, R T ICINEORN AL

Ladies Home Journal’ or The American COMPRISING COMPILETE AND PRACTICAL
INSTRUCTIONS
Kitchen Magazine, all with recipes, child ox
THE HOUSE AND ITS FURNITURE—ARTISTIC
DECORATION — ECONOMY — TOILET —
CHILDREN—ETIQUETTE —-DOMESTIC

rearing tips, fashions, stories, etc.

She may even have had a copy of the very AND FANCY NEEDLEWORK,
. w , DRESSMAKING AND
popular and comprehensive “Mrs. Beeton’s MILLINERY.
BOOk Of HousehOId Management”’ Wh|Ch AND ALL OTHER HOUSEHOLD MATTERS.
incorporated “Beeton’s Housewife’s WITH EVERY REQUISITE DIRECTION T0O SECURE
. THE COMFORT, ELEGANCE, AND PROSPERITY OF
Treasury of Domestic Information.”” THE HOMEL.

Source: Internet Archive

In January of 1898 Matthew and Roberta’s

first child, Clara Louise, was born.X Women

were expected to remain in bed for up to two weeks after a birth, so it is hoped her mother
and/or sisters came to help.

That summer, the family, with Matthew’s in-laws, visited the Maritimes, most likely to introduce
the baby to the Cassidys in New Brunswick and the Youngs, (Roberta’s maternal family) in
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. They may have visited often as there were frequent steamships at the
time between Yarmouth and Boston. This trip’s return was on board the SS Boston, arriving on
24 Sept. 1898 i

SS Boston
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In June of 1899, Roberta gave birth at home to a second child, a son whom she and Matthew
named Clarence Edward .V

1900 was an eventful year: on New Year’s Day, Roberta’s sister Lillian married one of Matthew’s
co-workers, Elmer Ellis, a carpenter from Nova Scotia.*V Later, Roberta’s parents and 12-year-old
sister Hattie (Harriet), moved in with Roberta’s paternal grandparents, Thomas and Lydia
(Raymond) Piper. Their home was about three miles away, in Dorchester.* That summer,
Matthew’s sister Clara came to visit her brother and sister-in-law and their two little children XV

Later that year Matthew and Roberta also changed homes, and were living at 11 Rollins Court in
Roxbury, a suburb of Boston.®" In November, their second son, Ralph Matthew was the first of
their children to be born at a hospital: the New England Hospital for Women and Children.3**

New England Hospital for Women and (hildven,

ODMAN \VEN

Source: Wikipedia, 2025

3 This hospital was unique at the time as not only was it a training hospital, it only employed women physicians.
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Sometime between 1901 and 1902, the family again
moved, this time to the house owned and lived in by
Roberta’s parents at 16 High Street in Dorchester.

At the time of the move, a smallpox epidemic was
raging in and around Boston. Though vaccines were
voluntary, a program of house-to-house vaccination
was initiated in January 1902 for the most affected
areas, including Roxbury and Dorchester where the

Cassidy and Piper families lived. **

It is possible the Cassidys had the vaccine as tragically
that summer Ralph contracted meningitis,* a rare o & :
side effect. He died on July 2, and was buried in the 16 High Street, Dorchester (Google Street View, 2025)
Piper/Young family plot at Mount Hope Cemetery in

Boston*¥i,
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1Young plot information provided by Mount Hope Cemetery, 2025

It was in December of that year that Matthew purchased a piece of land at Cassidy Lake,
perhaps with the view of eventually moving back and away from a city. ™ Roberta was again
pregnant and in April of 1903 she gave birth to another son, Allan Robert.*" He too was born at
the New England Hospital for Women and Children.
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Their lives seemed steady until February 1905 when
Roberta’s father, Erastus, was declared bankrupt.®V It is
likely Matthew would have lost his job. Roberta was
three months pregnant at the time, and when their
daughter, Ruth Evelyn, was born in July*¥ the family had
relocated once again, this time to 89 Maxwell Street in
Dorchester.

By now the Boston area was a highly congested bustling
city. “People, streetcars and horse-drawn wagons are
seen engaged in free-for-all pandemonium. There are no
stop signs, lane markers or speed limits. Boston didn’t
install its first traffic lights until 1925, well after other
major cities. Intersections [were] basically survival of
the fittest.” i

£ = o T VA 4 ~hE >

The Shopping Hour, Washington Street, Boston, Massachusetts - public domain

In the District Court of the United
States for the County of Nor
folk, District of Massachusetts,
In Bankruptcy. Mo. 9899,

O the creditors of tKASTUs E IPER
of Sharon in the County of Norfolk, and
district atoresaid, s bankrupt.

Notice is bereby given that on the 131th das
of February, A. D., 1805, the said E.
Piper was duly adjodicatcd baskrapt; sod that
the first m eting of bus creditors will be beld st
Boston, 1o Hoom: 320 Tremomt Buidng, os
the 20tk day of Fetruary, A D. 1905 v
o'clock in the forencon, st which time the said
creditors may attead, prove their claims, and
sppoist 8 Uuster, cxamioe the bankrupt snd
transact such otber busivcss as may pooperl)
cowme belore sad mecting.

EMERY B. GIBBS,
Rcteree in Bansruptey.
Feb. 15, 1905, IS-lw

Bankruptcy Notices, "The Quincy Patriot”, 18 February 1905

Matthew and his family moved further out of the city and in 1907 they were living at 49 Judson
Street in Roxbury. Vi (This may have been a boarding house as the 1908 tax valuation shows
also a clerk, driver, and electrician living at this address).*™* Roberta’s parents and her sister
Hattie were now living about 25 miles away in the town of Sharon, Massachusetts.

Page | 7




Return to New Brunswick

In April 1908, Matthew’s mother, Jane/Jennie, passed
away suddenly in April after contracting pneumonia. ** It
may have been the impetus for Matthew and Roberta to
return to New Brunswick for a fresh start. That fall, they
and their children, Clara age 10, Clarence age 9, Allan age
5, and Ruth age 3, boarded a sailing ship to Saint John.

Matthew’s grandson Earl Gillcash recalled Matthew saying
of the journey: “It was a very rough passage due to a big
storm in the Bay of Fundy. Just about everyone on board
was seasick, including my grandmother Roberta who was
nursing my mother, Ruth Evelyn.”4* (The year of this
recollection may have been of a visit, rather than the
move back to New Brunswick, as Ruth was three years old
at the time. However, it gives an insight into travelling by

ship).

Allan recalled “As we came from Boston, Mass. in the

early fall...early October 1908...we spent the winter in L-R Clarence, Clara, Ruth (seated), and Allan
Norton and moved to the farm at Clover Hill (Cassidy

Lake), in the Spring of 1909. Father was busy that summer building the shop as he called it.” >

Matthew may have returned to Boston after he settled his wife and children in Norton to tie up
loose ends as he was noted in the local social news as visiting the family from there that

Christmas. >
ary myuim.
Matthew Cassidy, lof Boston. spent Christ-
ife and family.

L Y ~ AMtaw ——— - L o 2 1 sl ol

Telegraph-Journal 29 December 1909

4 Ruth Evelyn Cassidy married Enos Gillcash; Earl was her son. (Source: Matthew Richard Cassidy, Notes, Cassidy Family Tree
website, Cassidys.ca, accessed 15 May 2025)
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Matthew was back in Kings County by April of 1909 and the family moved®V into the house he
had built on the plot of land purchased in 1902. It was just down the road from the Cassidy
homestead at Cassidy Lake™ where his father, brother (Robert) Allen, sister-in-law Edith, and

their family lived.

My is moving his Samily
o at Clover Hill

- s m PO -—

Though Roberta and the children had visited before, the peace, quiet, and fresh air of the
countryside must have been a luxury and as well as an adjustment after the noise of the over-

crowded city.

Roberta and her daughter Ruth (author’s
collection)

Matthew and Roberta Cassidy's house at Cassidy Lake (author’s
collection)
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Roberta would again have had to adapt, this time to living in the country, having spent her
whole life up until that time in a bustling city. There may have been new skills to learn such as
how to make soap and candles, weaving the cloth used for sewing, harvesting and preserving
food, planting and caring for a kitchen garden, and looking after livestock

This time her two sisters-in-law, Edith, wife of Matthew’s brother Allen, and Frances, Matthew’s
sister, were nearby and probably helped Roberta settle in. There were also Matthew’s cousins,
the Nesbitts and the Jamiesons on neighbouring farms. Roberta’s new social circle would have
started with her in-laws, the women she met in the nearby villages of Norton and Sussex, and at
the Methodist church services held at the Cassidy homestead when the circuit minister came
through.

In December of 1909, Roberta received word her father, had passed away in the hospital in
Sharon. He had been admitted in November suffering from manic depression, and died from a
cerebral hemorrhage. ™ These health issues may have been what led to his bankruptcy. He
was buried in the family plot at Mount Hope, next to his grandson Ralph Matthew.

Two years later, in November 1911, Matthew and Roberta welcomed another son, George
Wesley. i His two brothers Clarence and Allan were now 12 and 8 respectively, and his sisters
Clara and Ruth were 13 and 6.

Matthew had an excellent reputation as a carpenter and cabinetmaker, and according to his
daughter Clara, he “was considered the best.”*ii Among the tools in his carpentry shop, was a
special woodworking machine he had bought from his father-in-law in 1908.°** With this he
could make custom items, such as mouldings and window sashes. He “was a well-known
contractor and builder and among the many buildings he constructed were the Norton
Consolidated School, Sacred Heart Rectory, Norton,” ¥ and a number of farm buildings.

One of his well documented projects was the Clover Hill schoolhouse at Cassidy Lake. In 1912
Matthew was chosen to build it from a number of bidders. Money must have been a bit tight at
the time as his son Allan recalled “I
remember the elation, jubilation...in
our household at that time. Mother
was quite happy.” Matthew drew
the plans, and made all the sashes,
doors and mouldings. The lumber
for the schoolhouse was produced
by his brother Allen in a mill on the
Cassidy homestead. When choosing

the lumber, Matthew “was quite




anxious [for it] to just be absolutely perfect. No knots or bad spots...straight grain.”*i

Though the contract was fairly lucrative, Matthew had to outlay his own money for supplies.
The work started in June, and the schoolhouse was mainly ready by October when class started;
however, Matthew had not been paid by the School Board. The respect the community had for
Matthew was evident when they organized a pie social to raise money to see the family through
until he did get paid. According to Allan, the hundred
dollars raised by the pie social “was a godsend, made the
difference between something to work with and utter
poverty.” i

When they were old enough, the children all attended this
school. Before and after the school day there were chores:
on summer mornings they would go out to the pastures to
get the cows then help milk them, feed the hens, pigs, and
chickens, carry in water, and then walk the three miles to
school with their books and lunch pails by 7:30.¥V

Matthew also obtained the contract to repair and refurbish
the Hillsdale schoolhouse. A tribute to Matthew’s
craftsmanship: “... when completed, [the] school house

[was] second to none in the county.”V

Al-generated image
There were construction projects around the Cassidy

homestead as well. Among other work
over the years, he helped design and build
the verandah roof with tapered columns,
and installed a pressed metal ceiling in
the parlour.

Meanwhile, another son was born into
the family in June 1916. Just after her 40t"
birthday, Roberta gave birth to her last
child, Murray Richard. ™ His siblings were
now aged 18,17, 13, 11, and 5.

World War | had by now been going on for  Cassidy homestead (author’s collection)

almost two years. Eldest son Clarence

would have soon be of age to enlist but he did not. This may have been around when he had
lost an eye when he and his brothers were rough-housing with pitchforks in the barnVii,
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Accidents, some major, were common. Two months after the birth of his youngest son,
Matthew lost half of a finger to a saw while he was working with 13-year-old Allan. It may have
happened when he was fulfilling his contract to refurbish the Hillsdale school house. Vi

In 1918, daughter Clara married Byard Gordon Archibald* and gave birth to Matthew and
Roberta’s first grandchild, Ernest, in 1920'. On Christmas Eve 1924, another wedding took place
at Matthew and Roberta’s home when daughter Ruth, now 19, married Eneas Gillcash", a
farmer from Albert County.

In the fall of 1927, Matthew’s beloved father, Francis Edward, passed away at the age of 94.
Matthew was in charge of the funeral arrangements. His brother Allen, and son Allan carried the
casket from the parlour of the Cassidy homestead to the burial ground up the hill behind the
house, where he was laid to rest next to his wife.

At some point, Matthew sold the farm and he, Roberta and
their three sons moved to an eight-room house on Church
Street in the nearby village of Norton.

In August 1929 Allan married Mildred “Mid” Folkins at her
family home at Pleasant Ridge, near Sussex. They lived
with his parents that fall and winter, with Mid helping
Roberta with housekeeping. i Allan and Mid moved to
their own house in Norton the following year when their

first child was born, another grandson for Matthew and
Roberta.

Home on Church Street, Norton (author's
During the Depression, Matthew and Allan were able to collection)

get jobs about 46 km away at a mill in Torryburn, NB doing

building construction. Later, George and Murray, as well as Allan’s brother-in-law Arthur Folkins,
found work at the local lime mill and shared the house with Matthew and Allan. Matthew,
George and Arthur worked days, and Allan and Murray worked nights. Allan’s wife Mid kept
house (cooking, baking, cleaning, and sewing) for the five men, and her two little children.v
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Roberta appears to have remained in Norton where she

W.M.S. Presbyterial Ses-

was by now very active in the Women’s Missionary

Society>, hosting monthly meetings at her home and acting sions :Tp en in Saint JOhn
as Norton’s delegate at the annual meetings in Saint John". o s Ll
She also sang in the St. Andrews United Church choir, was An attendance of about 100 dele-

zates is expected at the seventh an-

active in the Ladies’ Guild, and hosted sewing parties with . ng of the Saint John Pres-

many local women as her guests." byterial of the Women's Missionary
Society to be held in the Portland

In 1935 “work was United Church tomorrow and Wed-

” . . nesday., Among those from outside

over” and like his points who will be entertained in

Saint John and their hostesses here

father, Matthew and are the following: = |

grandfather, Francis Norton—Mrs. S. N. Loughrey, with

before him, Allan Mrs. m :‘i.
sought work in Boston % Vernon “Me€u

where by now there "Telegraph-Journal", (Saint John, NB), 23
were plenty of family. January 1933, page 10, newspapers.com

He was hired at the US

Gypsum company and he and Mid rented a house just down
the street from his mother’s aunt Florence Kimball.Mi By

now, Allan and Mid also had a daughter, Audrey.

The next year Roberta went to stay with them while visiting
2L-R Mildred Cassidy, Robert (Bob) Cassidy, her mother, Mary, who was by this time very ill. Mary

Mary (Young) Piper, Audrey Cassidy, and in passed away at the end of November and was buried next
front, Florence Kimball (author's collection) X

to her husband. Roberta stayed on with her son and

daughter-in-law until the beginning of January 1937.ii

In the Spring of 1938 Allan had to give up his job after developing severe allergies to gypsum. He
and Mid and their two young children moved back to Norton, staying temporarily with Matthew
and Roberta, and Allan’s three brothers.

The first week that Allan and Mid were home, Roberta suffered a stroke. As she was bedridden
all summer, Mid took on all the housework as well as looking after her mother-in-law. Though
“she was a very patient patient”'* the roles of caregiver, housekeeper, and mother became too
much, and it was arranged for a practical nurse to care for Roberta during the week, with Mid
looking after her on weekends.

5 The Women’s Missionary Society supported missions and projects overseas as well as work with immigrants to
the Maritime provinces. (Presbyterian Church in Canada Archives, Records of the Women’s Missionary Society
(Eastern Division), 1880-1988, presbyterianarchives.ca, accessed 15 Nov 2025)
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When World War Il broke out local contractors were called on to enlarge Camp Sussex, the

military training camp, to accommodate 10,000 men. Matthew’s sons were among the

carpenters who were hired in the Spring of 1940, with Allan chosen as foreman of a group of

200 men, and George joined the engineering division.

It is not known if Matthew worked there as well, but that Fall, he sustained another painful

injury when he fell and broke his shoulder. With Roberta an invalid, and Matthew, now 69 years

old, injured, help was organized to look after them both as well as the three sons still living at

home. Allan and Mid had by this time moved to their own home in Norton.*

&

Murray Cassidy and Marie Jean Hall
(author’s collection)

On Christmas Eve 1940, son Murray married Marie Jean
Hall, a local stenographer, and they stayed with Matthew
and Roberta until their own house was ready the
following Spring.X Newlywed Marie-Jean most likely
assumed most, if not all, the household and care-giving
responsibilities.

In February 1941, at age 64, Roberta succumbed to her
heart condition and was buried at Riverbank Community
Cemetery near Sussex™ii. One of the mourners was her
sister Hattie who came up from her home in Brooklyn, NY
for the funeral ™V

Son George married in March to Edith Ryder of Sussex. ™V
Shortly after, he and his brother Murray enlisted in the
Army.™ Once work on Camp Sussex was complete, Allan,
age 39, signed up for the Naval Volunteer Reserve in
March 1942.%ii All three survived the war.
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In 1949, at age 78, Matthew took pride in renovating the little Methodist church he had helped
his father and grandfather build by Cassidy Lake in 1883. The church was being rededicated as
the Francis Edward Cassidy Memorial Church. Matthew’s sons together made the plaque to
their grandfather which was installed over the door.™ii

P——

Sign and interior of Francis Edward Cassidy Memorial Church (author's collection)

Matthew lived a further 19 years after his wife’s death, passing away after a lengthy illness in
April 1960 at the home of his daughter Ruth.*™ He was buried at Riverbank Cemetery next to
Roberta, to whom he had been married for almost 44 years. Later, their son Clarence would be

buried with them.

Their lives had been full and witnessed many significant historical events including six changes
in monarchy, the assassination of a U.S. president, women’s suffrage, two world wars, the
invention of flight, the telephone, and electricity. One wonders what their reaction was to each
of them.
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A devoted Methodist, Matthew was well respected, conscientious, “very stern but lovable,
always walked straight and proud.”™ He tried hard to get along with anyone and was
remembered as being never quarrelsome. His mastery of carpentry and cabinetmaking, learned
from his father and grandfather, was passed on to his sons.

Matthew's toolbox (author’s collection

Matthew and Roberta's headstone at Riverbank Cemetery,
Sussex, NB

They may be gone, but Matthew and Roberta’s descendants who never knew them in life, by
this story hopefully now know them a little, and have something to remember them by.
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